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Honourable Commissioner Rémy Ngoy Lumbu, Chairperson of the African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights,  
 
Honourable Commissioner Mudford Zachariah Mwandenga, Country-Rapporteur for 
the Human Rights Situation in Ethiopia,  
 
Honourable Commissioners,   
 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
All protocols duly observed,  
   
The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (“Ethiopian Commission”) presents its 
compliments to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (“African 
Commission”) on the occasion of its 71st Ordinary Session and is pleased to address this 
august body on the human rights situation in Ethiopia. 
 
Honourable Chairperson,  
 
Over the past six months, the Ethiopian Commission has carried out a number of 
important activities and reached some notable milestones.  
 
In December 2021, the Ethiopian Commission was re-accredited with “A” status by the 
Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), recognizing it as an 
independent and effective National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) fully compliant 
with the Principles Relating to the Status of National Institutions (Paris Principles). The 
re-accreditation is also testament to the continued success of the institutional reform 
processes the Ethiopian Commission has embarked on since 2019.     
 
In January 2022, the Ethiopian Commission applied for affiliate status with the African 
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (“the Committee”) and was 
granted affiliate status during the 39th Ordinary Session of the Committee, held from 21 
March to 1 April 2022. The Ethiopian Commission thus joins Cameroon’s NHRI as only 
the second NHRI with affiliate status with the Committee. The Ethiopian Commission is 
pleased with this achievement and looks forward to working with the Committee on the 
promotion and protection of the rights of the child in Ethiopia. On this note, the Ethiopian 
Commission calls on other NHRIs to also seek affiliate status and enhance their 
engagement with the Committee towards the protection of child rights in Africa.   
 



 
 

3  
  

In March 2022, the Ethiopian Commission published its “Investigation Report on 
Violations of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law in Afar and Amhara 
Regions of Ethiopia” (“Afar/Amhara Investigation Report”), covering alleged violations 
and abuses committed since July 2021, following control of some parts of the two regions 
by Tigray Forces.1   
 
The Afar/Amhara Investigation Report complements the Ethiopian Commission’s 
previous joint report with the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (UN-OHCHR) published on 3 November 2021. 2 As you may recall, the 
joint report covered abuses and violations committed in the Tigray region from the start 
of the conflict on 3 November 2020 up to the declaration of a unilateral ceasefire by the 
federal government of Ethiopia on 28 June 2021.  
 
The Ethiopian Commission conducted investigations from September to December 2021 
in over 50 locations across Afar and Amhara regions. It conducted 427 confidential 
interviews with survivors and witnesses; organized 136 meetings with various 
government authorities; and conducted 12 focus group discussions with religious 
leaders, community elders and internally displaced persons. Consistent with 
international practice, the Ethiopian Commission was guided by the principles of 
independence, impartiality, objectivity, transparency, integrity and “do no harm”. It also 
adopted a “reasonable grounds to believe” standard of proof for factual determinations.   
 
Accordingly, the Afar/Amhara Investigation Report found serious human rights and 
humanitarian law violations and abuses committed by all parties to the conflict, namely, 
the Tigray Forces and allied militia, Oromo Liberation Army aka “OLF-Shane”, Ethiopian 
National Defence Forces, and, Afar and Amhara special forces, which may amount to 
crimes against humanity and war crimes. Specifically, the Report found instances of 
attacks on civilians and civilian objects; unlawful and extra-judicial killings; torture and 
ill-treatment; arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances; pillaging, looting and 
destruction of property; sexual and gender-based violence; and violations of socio-
economic rights.  
 
 
 
                                            
1 The full report is currently available in Amharic only. However, an Executive Summary of the report is 
available in English at https://ehrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/English-Executive-Summary-
AAIR.pdf  
2 The report was published on 3 November 2021 and is available at https://ehrc.org/download/ehrc-
ohchr-joint-investigation-report-on-tigray-conflict/  
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Honourable Chairperson,   
 
At this juncture, kindly allow me to provide an overview of the human rights situation in 
Ethiopia over the last six months.  
 
The following are some of the key positive developments: 
 
The Ethiopian Commission welcomes the announcement of a humanitarian ceasefire by 
the Government of Ethiopia on 25 March 2022 and subsequent statement by Tigray 
Authorities committing to implement the ceasefire. 
 
It further welcomes the establishment of an Inter-Ministerial Task Force on 29 November 
2021 to “oversee redress and accountability measures in response to human rights 
violations committed in the context of the conflict in Northern Ethiopia”, including 
violations and abuses committed in the Afar and Amhara regions. 3  The Ethiopian 
Commission and UN-OHCHR have been closely working with the task force to ensure 
the effective implementation of recommendations through advocacy, capacity building 
and technical support.4  
 
The establishment of a National Dialogue Commission on 29 December 2021 is a positive 
step towards consensus building, conflict resolution and reconciliation in Ethiopia. The 
Ethiopian Commission encourages the National Dialogue Commission to carry out its 
work in an inclusive manner, in particular, by ensuring the meaningful participation of 
women and girls, and, youth.   
 
                                            
3 The IMTF comprises representatives from the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Peace, Ministry of Women 
and Social Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Federal Police Commission, and the 
Ministry of Justice, which coordinates its overall tasks and facilitates inter-agency cooperation. The IMTF 
will carry out its tasks through its Secretariat and four internal committees: the Investigation and 
Prosecution Committee, Refugees and IDP Affairs Committee, Sex/Gender-Based Violations Committee 
and the Resource Mobilization Committee. 
4 The Ethiopian Commission and UN-OHCHR have established a Joint Follow Up and Implementation 
Team, guided by a Follow Up and Implementation Strategy, to support the Inter-Ministerial Task Force. 
The Follow Up and Implementation Team organized Consultation Meetings on: “Implementation of 
Recommendations from the Joint Report and  “Transitional Justice in Ethiopia: The Right to the Truth” in 
February and March 2022 respectively (see https://ehrc.org/stakeholders-consultation-to-support-the-
implementation-of-the-recommendations-of-the-joint-investigation-report-of-ehrc-and-ohchr-on-the-
tigray-conflict/; https://ehrc.org/transitional-justice-in-ethiopia-including-the-right-to-truth-
consultation-meeting-with-stakeholders/). It also organized a training for government investigators and 
prosecutors on investigating human rights, humanitarian law violations, and international crimes in 
February and will organize an additional training on the same from 26 April to 1 May 2022.   
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Honourable Chairperson,   
 
While acknowledging the positive aspects, there have also been some concerning 
developments.  
 
Extra-judicial killings 
 
The Ethiopian Commission is alarmed by the actions of some regional security forces that 
may amount to extra-judicial killings. 
 
In the Oromia region, investigations by the Ethiopian Commission revealed that 14 
civilians, along with traditional leaders of the Kereyu Oromo were killed in December 
2021 by Oromia regional security forces after they were taken into custody. In response 
to the Ethiopian Commission’s conclusions, regional authorities have set-up an 
investigative taskforce.   
 
In the Benishangul-Gumuz region, the Ethiopian Commission undertook investigations 
after a video surfaced online in March 2022 showing armed men in uniform burning one 
person alive along with a number of other bodies who were extra-judicially killed. The 
Ethiopian Commission confirmed the violations and the regional authorities have 
subsequently launched an investigation.    
 
Detentions 
 
The Ethiopian Commission is concerned about the arbitrary nature of several detentions 
following the State of Emergency declaration including detentions without court orders, 
extended periods of pre-trial detentions and poor conditions of detention in some 
facilities. The Ethiopian Commission has found that following the lifting of the State of 
Emergency on 15 February 2022, detainees have been released. 
  
Similarly, the Ethiopian Commission is concerned that journalists and members of 
opposition groups were detained without due process in the reporting period. While 
some detainees have subsequently been released, two Oromia News Network (ONN) 
journalists and some members of opposition groups still remain in detention.  
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Displacement 
 
As of February 2022, there are approximately 4.51 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in Ethiopia, making it one of the highest figures globally.5 The primary driver of 
displacement has been conflict although droughts in the Oromia and Somali regions have 
also contributed. The expansion of the conflict to some parts of the Amhara and Afar 
regions has also rapidly increased the number of displaced persons.  
 
Due to the surge in the number of IDPs, some schools are still serving as temporary 
shelters, which has affected the return of students to school. Furthermore, limited access 
to basic services such as food, water and medical supplies has affected both IDPs and 
refugees. In this regard, vulnerable groups such as women, children, older persons and 
persons with disabilities have been the most impacted. Even when IDPs manage to return 
to their places of residence, they often find that their homes, property and farms have 
been looted or destroyed.  
 
Honourable Chairperson,   
 
In view of the above-stated concerns, the Ethiopian Commission presents the following 
recommendations:  
 
To the Ethiopian Government: 
 

i. Conduct prompt, independent and transparent criminal investigations into 
alleged extra-judicial killings by regional and federal security forces; 

ii. Ensure the equal and meaningful participation of women and girls during all 
stages of national dialogue; 

iii. Release all persons unlawfully detained without due process, including members 
of opposition groups;  

iv. Take all appropriate and rights based measures to assist communities and persons 
affected by droughts; 

v. Ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa; and 

vi. Deposit the instrument of ratification for the African Union Convention for the 
Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala 
Convention). 

 

                                            
5 See at https://displacement.iom.int/ethiopia  



 
 

7  
  

To all parties to the conflict in Northern Ethiopia: 
 

i. Take all feasible measures to uphold the ceasefire including to ensure 
unhindered flow of humanitarian assistance;  

ii. Ensure the uninterrupted flow of humanitarian assistance in Tigray, Afar and 
Amhara regions; 

iii. Accept and take concrete steps to implement the recommendations of the Joint 
EHRC/OHCHR Investigation Report and the Afar/Amhara Investigation 
Report by EHRC; and 

iv. Accept responsibility for the grave human rights and humanitarian law 
violations committed by their members and leaders, and deliver on their duty 
to ensure accountability and redress for victims. 
 

To the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights: 
 

i. Enhance its engagement with the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission towards 
the effective promotion and protection of human rights in Ethiopia; 

ii. Urge all parties to the conflict in Northern Ethiopia to accept and implement the 
recommendations of the Joint EHRC/OHCHR Investigation Report and the 
Afar/Amhara Investigation Report by EHRC; 

iii. The Special Rapporteur on Refugees, Asylum Seekers, IDPs and Migrants in Africa 
to engage Ethiopia on durable solutions for IDPs and closely monitor the situation 
of refugees affected by the conflict in Northern Ethiopia;  

iv. The Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in 
Africa to engage Ethiopia to enhance compliance with the international and 
regional standards of freedom of expression and access to information;  

v. Increase advocacy and encourage Ethiopia to ratify the Protocol to the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
in Africa; and  

vi. Increase advocacy and encourage Ethiopia to deposit the instrument of ratification 
for the Kampala Convention. 

 
To the international community: 
 

i. Support humanitarian assistance to Northern Ethiopia, ensuring equitable 
distribution of humanitarian assistance to all affected regions and populations 
most in need, including children, women, persons with disabilities and older 
persons; and 
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ii. Support human rights promotion and protection work in Ethiopia by enhancing 
its engagement with the national human rights institution as well as CSOs and 
relevant State institutions.  
 
 
 

Thank you all for your kind attention. 
 
 
 
 
 

** 
END 


