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1.0 Salutations/ Protocol 

Esteemed members of the African Commission for Human and People’s Rights 
(ACHPR); affiliated members; delegates present at the 71ST Session of the 
African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights, I convey to you the 
heartfelt greetings from the United Republic of Tanzania, as well as from the 
Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance of Tanzania (The 
Commission), in particular. 
 

2.0 Law Establishing the NHRI  
The Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance is an independent 
government department1 established in 2001 to promote and protect human 
rights and duties, and principles of good governance in Tanzania. It is a Union 
Institution created under Article 129 of the Constitution of the United Republic 
of Tanzania of 1977. The Commission’s mandate is stipulated under article 
130 (1) of the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania of 1977 and its 
founding legislation.2 Its core functions are to promote, protect and preserve 
human rights and principles of good governance in the country. The 
Commission became operational on the 1st July 2001 after the coming into 
force of the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance Act, No. 7 
of 20013 and was officially inaugurated in March 2002.  

                                                           
1Article 130(2) 1977 Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania. 
2 Section 6 (1) of Cap 391. 
3CAP 391 [R.E.2002] of the Laws of Tanzania 
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3.0 Summary of Positive Human Rights Development, November, 
2021 – April, 2022 
 
3.1 Economic and Social Rights: 
 
The state of Tanzania has done relatively fair in the realization of the 
economic and social rights. The Commission has noted commendable 
improvements in rights to education and health in short period of time. 
 

a) Right to Education 
The State, following the Government’s re-entry policy has reinstated pregnant 
girls and young mothers back to school. This move by the state has rectified 
the prior situation where pregnant girls were denied their right to education. 
These positive changes go hand in hand with the continuous improvements 
and implementation of projects and infrastructure of the education sector. 
The erection of school buildings is being done in the whole country to ensure 
every child enjoys his/her right to education.In January, the Government 
announced the completion of construction of fifteen thousand class rooms.  
To go in tandem with these improvements, the Government has declared its 
intention to increase the number of teachers. 
 

b) Right to Health 
The commission has also noted efforts taken by the State to improve health 
sector including building health centres in every district to ensure accessibility 
of health facilities. Improvements have also been noted in health equipment 
and fighting Covid 19. 
 

c) Right to Development 
 Further, mega projects are underway in the sectors of communication; 
energy; health; and transportation. Altogether, these improvements serve to 
enable the citizens enjoy their social and economic rights fairly. The 
Government has continued to put emphasis on economic empowerment of 
vulnerable groups like women youth and the disabled by requiring District 
Councils to allocate ten percent of there collections for that purpose. 
 
3.2 Civil and Political Rights: 

a) Right to Take Part in Governance, Freedom of 
Assembly and Association 
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Another notable positive human rights development is indicated by the 
initiative taken by the State to harmonize the civic and political situation in 
the country. On December 15th, 2021, for example, the President of United 
Republic of Tanzania met with leaders of political parties and other 
stakeholders to discuss about the political situation in the country. Among 
issues discussed were democracy, right to demonstrations; political rallies; 
and freedom of assembly. The meeting ended with the formation of a 
steering committee to spearhead the recommendations for improvement of 
civic space. 
 
Another development is the provisional registration of the new political party 
in April,2022. 
 

b) Freedom of Expression 
 
Further, the Commission commends, the initiative by the State to amend the 
Media Services Act of 2016; the Online Content Regulations; and Radio and 
Television Regulations as will improve the situation of Freedom of expression 
in the country. Before, these media laws gave the Information Minister power 
and discretion to condemn and impose punishment to media houses and 
journalists without a well-defined due process to substantiate the nature of an 
alleged misconduct. This situation was an impediment to freedom of 
expression as provided for under the Constitution of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, 1977. In March, 2022 the Media Council of Tanzania conducted a 
workshop on media laws attended by Tanzania editors; journalists; media 
clubs; human rights groups and government media regulators on challenges 
caused by media laws in conducting their functions. The recommendations for 
amendment on various laws were submitted to the appropriate ministry for 
appropriate procedures. 
 
 Another positive move by the State was the reinstatement of four banned 
newspapers in February, 2022. 
 

d) Access to Justice 
 

The Commission commends the State for the proposals aiming at improving 
the criminal justice system in the country. Recently, the President of the 
United Republic of Tanzania issued several directives to the Police Force 
urging it to avoid persecutions and use of excessive force and adhere to 
ethics. Also, she has indicated for the need to change the law on detention; 
regulate the use of force in police stations; as well as enforcing justice. This 
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initiative aimed at improving the situation particularly in pre – trial procedures 
where there have been complaints on the manner which the police force 
handle cases.  
 
Of recent, the Parliament has passed on the amendments of the Criminal 
Procedure Act relating to the provisions concerning the speeding up of 
investigation and prohibition of arrest after an accused has been discharged 
by the court upon delays on prosecution on ground of delayed investigations. 
Also, removal of the immunity to police officers while on duty are being put 
under scrutiny as most of them abuse the immunity.  
 
The Commission believes that, these improvements together with the recent 
progress in the administration of justice by the Judiciary and the Prison Force; 
will eventually result to the dispensing of justice in a way relative to regional 
and international human rights standards. 
 
4.0 UPR Process 
 
The Commission is aware that, in the consideration of UPR Report – 43rd 
Meeting, 49th Regular Session Human Rights Council; the State agreed to 
implement 187 Recommendations (including 20 partially agreed) out of the 
252 submitted recommendations to the government. Even more positive 
human rights development is the fact that the State intends to incorporate 
the agreed recommendations into the Revised National Human Rights Action 
Plan, and the process is underway. The incorporation of agreed 
recommendations into this holistic plan will widen the scope of addressing 
human rights issues in the country and hence improve the effectiveness to 
strengthen the national system of human rights protection and promotion 
through specific actions and activities. 

 
5.0 Summary of Negative Human Rights Developments, November 
2021 – April 2022 
 
Commission acknowledges that, despite the abovementioned positive 
improvements, there has been several negative human rights developments 
in the country as follows: 
 
a. While recent reports have indicated the decrease in incidents of violence 

against children (sexual violence and child trafficking particularly in 
Tanzania Zanzibar and Mainland Tanzania, respectively), the problem is 
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still persisting. The State has to make more efforts toimprove the situation 
at full length. 
 

b. Recently, there has been an increase of the number of incidents of 
intimate and partner violence and killings in various areas in Mainland 
Tanzania. For example, in the period of 1st – 31st January, 2022, the Police 
Force was holding under custody 150 people who are accused of being 
involved in the killings. The killings are ongoing despite the initiative by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs to formulate a Special Committee and task it 
with a mission of finding a solution to mitigate the situation. 

 
c. There are various challenges facing the Criminal Justice especially with the 

issues of conditions of detention facilities despite various improvements 
done by the State. Hygienically, the prison and police cells need some 
improvements particularly in the quantity of resources such as sanitary 
pads and mattresses. Also, the quality of drainage systems needs to be 
improved. 

 
6.0 Recommendations 

The Commissions recommends the following: 
 
a. The State should speed up the amendment process on the laws that 

have been continuously complained against, including in the Criminal 
Justice System. Such laws are Cybercrimes Act, 2015; Online Content 
Regulations, 2020; and, The Police General Orders, to mention but a 
few; 

b. The State should ensure that the law enforcers who violate human 
rights are being held accountable. For instance, the State should 
consider the formation of an independent police oversight body; 

c. The State should resort to collaborative efforts to increase public 
awareness in addressing some of the adamant issues such as sexual 
violence against children; 

 
Closing Remarks 
Esteemed members of the African Commission for Human People’s Rights 
(ACHPR); affiliated members; delegates present at the 71ST Session of the 
African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights,I thank you for your 
invitation, and I also thank you for your attention. I wish you a fruitful 
discussion. 
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Justice (Rtd.) Mathew P.M. Mwaimu 
Chairperson, Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance, 

Tanzania. 
 

26th April, 2022. 
 


